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Revelation Chapter Five 
 

Verse 1: The Sealed Scroll  
After John heard the redemption song, his attention was drawn to a new incident in this second vision. He saw in 
God’s right hand a scroll for someone to take and open it.  

 

Verses 2, 3: Who is Worthy?  
A strong angel proclaimed, “Who is worthy to open this book, and to loose the seals thereof?” What does it mean 
to be worthy? To be worthy has to do with character. It seems that not even an unfallen or sinless angel was 
qualified to take and open the scroll. Since the scroll has seven seals, and the number seven is the number for 
completeness, then only Someone who is complete in knowledge, wisdom, power, character, and love could take 
and open the scroll.  

 

Verse 4: John Wept 
When John realized that no one was worthy to take and open the scroll, he wept. He didn’t know what the scroll 
had contained in it, but he believed that it was important to the salvation of souls. Would people be lost because 
of this? Will the church suffer a set back?  

 

Verses 5–7: Joy Follows the Tears 
John’s tears were turned to joy. The Book of Revelation was not written without tears, neither will it be 
understood without tears. John’s weeping ceased when he saw Jesus. So it is with us. When we behold Jesus, our 
disappointments become God’s appointments to receive His peace.  
 
When John was told to behold the Lion, he turned and beheld the Lamb. Christ is worthy to take and open the 
scroll because of His self-sacrificing love. Complete and perfect love was the credentials for taking the scroll. Does 
Christ qualify? It was due to His perfect and complete love for us that He came and died for our sins.  
 
Jesus is not only all-loving, but also all-powerful as represented by the “seven horns” and all-knowing as 
represented by the “seven eyes.” We need a Savior that is all-loving, all-powerful, and all-knowing.  

 

Verses 7–10: Song of Redemption 
The self-sacrificing love of Jesus in dying for the human race produced a new song in heaven. Hitherto, the angels 
would sing of God’s self-existence and His power to create. Now all creation could sing of His incomprehensible 
self-sacrificing love.  
 
The time will come when all the redeemed will sing the song of the Lamb before the entire universe. Those who 
come out of the great time of trouble will sing a new song that only they can sing because of their experience. See 
Revelation 14:1–5.  
 
Golden vials: Gold is the symbol of a Christlike character which is rich in faith and love. The incense or odors that 
ascend from these vials symbolize “the prayers of the saints.” These prayers are rich in faith and love. They are 
golden prayers that draw us closer to Christ. In His presence our characters are transformed into His altogether 
beautiful character.  
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Golden harps: The harp is used in Scripture as a symbol of praise. A golden harp would indicate a form of worship 
and praise that produces a Christlike character. The only music that exists in heaven is sacred music. There is no 
rock music in the heavenly courts.  
 
Kings and priests: As Christians we have the opportunity to serve others as priests, and to use all of our resources 
to further the kingdom of God. Our main ministry as kings and priests is to reconcile men back to God. See 2 
Corinthians 5:19, 20; Isaiah 61:6; Exodus 19:6; 2 Peter 2:9. 

 

Verses 11–14: The Angels Sing 
Everybody sings in heaven. The four living creatures sing. The 24 elders sing. The whole innumerable host of 
angels sing. When it says that they sing in “a loud voice” it means that they sing together in perfect harmony.  

 

Apply It!  
Consider the three main reasons for praising God. How can these three qualities in God help me in my daily 
walk? 

He is self-existent 
He is the Creator 
Jesus died for our sins 

 

I have been particularly impressed by the four living creatures. They praise God continually as well as obey 
His commands and biddings immediately. It seems to me that these go together. We praise God more when 
we perform His commands without complaint or hesitation. It is also true that we cannot truly praise God 
when we do not choose to obey Him.  
 
What things do I need to surrender to God that I may learn to praise Him more? 

 

What are some ways we can express praise unto God? 
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